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Well you could. A number of the schools in the Maester & District area have
schoolboy internationals playing in their firstnea There may be many more
potential international players in their lower side You could referee these
players if you are the right grade and have beeB CRecked. Many of our

referees are not only missing out on some of basteg in the area but in the
country because they do not have CRB clearanceat Afle you playing at? You
have the chance to referee some of the best playsoene of the best games.

You may have clearance already from you present jobfortunately the RFU

needs to have you cleared through the RFU systEortunately the process is
very easy. All you have to do is get in touch w@boff Gill, complete a simple

form and provide proof of identity. It doesn’t tg®u a penny. Soon you will
able to tell your friends and family when you aratehing the big games on TV, “
I've refereed him!” So get moving and get CRB dtezt

The Whistlers’ Trophy was inaugurated some yeatsamya means or rewarding
one of the clubs served by the Society, for exnelleeatment of referees.

The 2006 award will be made at the Annual Dinnerttom 13' February 2007,
therefore | will be closing this years voting ontBday the 1% January 2007.
Any votes after this date will go towards next yeamwards.

Thanks to all who have submitted voting forms go iawever the more votes the
fairer the competition. Please inundate me withryanies, these can be sent by e
Mail, posted or even sent by pigeon.
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We have now received from the RFU the Ticket Altama Forms for the RBS 6 Nations
games at Twickenham in February / March 2007.

Any Members wishing to apply for tickets to thesemgs should send their request to me,
with the appropriate remittancgy cheque made payable to MDRURS)soon as possible,
as tickets are in limited supply.

Details of the games are as follows :-

v. Scotland 4 February at 4.00 pm
Tickets are priced at £70, £65, £55 and £50
v. France 1 March at 3.00 pm

Tickets are priced at £70, £65, £55 and £50

We have no tickets for the game against Italy ofrdBruary at 1.30 pm — in the past, tickets
for games against Italy have been available vieviddal application to the RFU.
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Johnny Johnston. What a great servant of Manahé&stistrict Rugby Union Referees’
Society in so many different ways. This was engdrisy the fact that over a dozen senior
members of the Society attended his funeral atkptmt Crematorium on Tuesday 17
October, including five members who had achievedrénk of President, as Johnny himself
did.

Johnny may not have reached the top rung as aveastiistler during his eight years as a
referee, but he certainly did so when he turne@dministration. He was Appointments
Secretary in the mid-seventies, a period when feree was ever allowed to cry-off!!! He
then became Treasurer in 1985 and tended the $diciahces with meticulous care until he
was elected President in 1997

Johnny was also a very perceptive assessor, usidiig beloved Davenport. He once quite
rightly described the author as looking like a ‘B.Windmill' because | over-exaggerated

my scanning of the off-side line of the backs atkeuand mauls. He also found time to
accompany referees on their travels to matchedfereht parts of the United Kingdom and

the likes of David Hudson and Colin High will be fever grateful for his company on distant
jaunts.

Apart from his refereeing, Johnny was a loyal menddeDavenport and Stockport rightly
saw fit to make him a Life Member in recognitionalf the work that he had done over the
years as a member of the Gentlemen’s Ground CoeenittHe was also a popular after-
dinner speaker and was regularly invited to Clubrirs in the area. His droll sense of
humour and Liverpudlian wit endeared him to manyadience. Fellow committee members
will long remember his annual double-act with theelEric Chadwick at Society Committee
Dinners. They will inevitably now be exchangingrgts at a Dinner in a ‘Higher Club’.

Johnny was a man of many parts. During the Setdéodd War he served in HMS Vanessa
on convoy duties to Malta. At the conclusion oftidies he was a guard at the Nuremburg
war crime trials when he represented the BritismyAon the Rhine at show jumping. After

the War he moved to Hazel Grove and joined the N&sserve. Johnny worked in

engineering and became a technical representatilingsspecialist engineering parts. He
was a kind gentleman and regularly took out hisnidi Terry Caro, another referee from the
Davenport stable, who is now in a wheelchair.

His many old friends will miss him and we send sympathy to his long-suffering wife Ella,
and their three sons — Ron, John and Paul. Thauklghnny for all that you have done for
the Manchester & District Rugby Union Referees’i8tyc

!n##u $$%

It is with great sadness that we also need to
report on the death of another Society
stalwart. As you may have gathered from
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Peter's obituary, Eric Chadwick (Hon Life
Member & Past President) also die
recently. We will carry an obituary to Eric
next month.

n recent weeks, there have been ‘problems’
egards replacements in Premier League and
Division 1, including complaints of some
Clubs playing in excess of replacements.
" Rule 4 states that there should be only 3

: replacements and these to be nominated
There have been a couple of instances of Iaﬁﬁ'ior to the game

where a discipline report has been submitted o
but a hard copy or e-mail version has no¥Vhilst referees query the availability of a
been sent to the appropriate Disciplinanfront row replacement some haven't pursued

Secretarydetails in Handbook p20). the question of the 3 nominated

: : replacements.
In order to avoid confusion, reports to the P

Hon Sec should indicate that original or e-" $' I(

mail copy has been sentto the Disciplinangeferees no longer have to notify the RFU of

body. serious injuries to players, as the Clubs now
" do it. However, details still have to be sent

: to the Hon Sec if the injury is likely to be
Due to work commitments | was unable tqong term

avail myself at the
meeting / training evening at Aspull. "Nxo1g"

Thus, | am a little confused by the article inCurrently the Society is hosting 2 Kenyan

MaDRefMag. Once you / we have said Refs and their coach. Special thanks are
"Couch and Hold"who is responsible for extended to Callum Fraser, Jenny Lynch,
bringing on & removing the seating Roger Bowden and Andy Daniels for all

arrangement for the front row's? their help with the hosting arrangements.

In my day there was never any of this[Hopefully an article for next month? - Ed.]
Couching business we had to stand up$0 -

: , : 0 '+ $
during the match, | don't know how things
have changed, they will be paying refs next!lPlease note, Graham Bancroft has taken over
Regards, Chris McDermott from David Leslie as the person coordinating

[Nice spot Christ Ed.] the Society’s procedure.

# "% &M

The International Rugby Board today announcedsdtaating from this Saturday’s Test match
between Wales and Australia in Cardiff match o#isiwill enforce a zero tolerance policy
when it comes to players disputing decisions orfiglé and indiscriminate use of the boot.

“The growing trend of players to continually questand dispute decisions, taken by referees
and touch judges was discussed at a meeting betledRB, its elite referee panel and Tier
1 Union referee managers in London on Tuesday, l¥@ct81,” said IRB Referees Manager
Paddy O’'Brien.
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“At the meeting the decision was taken to implemer#ero tolerance policy to curtail this
growing trend. Referees will penalise teams throogans such as free kicks, penalties and
even yellow cards. This includes players attemptiingfluence decision making and appeals
to touch judges.”

“The message has to be clear. Back-chat and arguitiga match official will not be
tolerated, nor will any attempt to slow down thetchahrough questioning the referee.”

“For example when a referee awards a free kickeoafty against a team it must immediately
retreat 10 metres.”

“As Is customary captains may request the refevezxplain certain decisions but not every
one. Common sense should prevail and the refelemake explanation, if deemed fit, at the
first opportunity when play has stopped, such akick to touch or during an injury
stoppage.”

“Referees have also been instructed to take a haeshof the use of foul language and the
sledging of players from the opposition. Again ttederee will penalise teams if such
standards of behaviour are evident.”

“In addition to the back-chat issue, the area dfsariminate trampling was discussed at the
meeting and referees have been informed to takagtction against the inappropriate use
of feet on bodies.”

“The Game has a proud history of fair play and ees@and the IRB is determined that such
characteristics are maintained. This policy is gecommunicated to all IRB member
unions,” added O’Brien.
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The even(you don’t know what! - see Pagevid)l be upon us before long. This is
chance for referees’ to show their appreciatiothefhospitality given to them by th¢
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clubs. Should you wish, you can bring your wifemsone else’'s wife, you
girlfriend or your boyfriend? Manchester FC hasrbebosen as this year's venug
Please let Allan Townsend know your names and e&ke it a good start to 2007.
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