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Last season the Manchester and District Referees’  Society launched a Junior 
Referees’  Scheme, in association with the North West Federation.  Youngsters at 
four different clubs and four different schools in the Society area were encouraged 
to start refereeing, with senior members of the Society in attendance. 
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The scheme was instigated by Peter Hughes, former International Referee and Past President of the 
Society, and has received support from the RFU 16-24 Toolkit fund.  This enabled a training evening 
to be held at the Sale Sharks v Leeds Tykes match when the aspiring young referees met 
International Referee, Chris White.   

An instructional day was held round the Lancashire v Northumberland County Championship match, 
led by North Region Referee Development Officer, Paul Renton, when the RFU Panel match referee, 
Terry Hall, was present for part of the day.�

The grant also enabled the provision of referee jerseys with the Federation Logo, beneath which is 
NW JRS, and Acme Thunderer Whistles.  These are presented to young referees once they have 
refereed at another school or club, or at a Festival or County competition.  The President of the 
Manchester and District Referees’  Society, Alan Townsend, made the first presentations at the 
Society AGM.   

The scheme is to be extended next season when, under the direction of John Tully, it will be 
associated with the New Way Forward.  Young referees will be appointed to matches in the 
Lancashire EFE Junior Challenge U14 Competition with personnel from the Manchester and 
Liverpool Societies being in attendance to offer guidance to the youngsters.  The short-term aim of 
the scheme is that more young players will gain knowledge of refereeing and the long-term aim is 
that some of them may eventually become members of a Referees’  Society.  
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The Society needs more referees to make themselves 
available for Sunday fixtures.  These games are, in 
the main, Colts (at U17 and U19 age groups) and 
WRFU Leagues (adult female) fixtures.   

Please note, all Sunday Appointments are afternoon 
KO's - U17's at 12:30, U19's at 2pm and Women at 
2:30pm - and for Colts matches referees are required 
to have CRB certification. 

(If you need to find out more about, or apply for, 
CRB please contact Hon. Sec. Geoff Gill, he is the 
sole keeper of the proper documentation and 
authorised to process your application - which only 
takes about 10 minutes to complete). [See below - 
Ed]  

If you have already submitted your season 
availability pro-forma you may not have been aware 
that there are very few adult fixtures on Sundays, 
these being confined to the Club's County Cup / 
Plate / Shield / Vase games (which tend to be played 
towards the end of the season). 

Thus, making yourself only available for Sunday 
morning's or adult fixtures is not really going to get 
you out there with your whistle! 

Even if you can only manage one Sunday every 
month it will help so if you have not already done so 
get your name onto the Sunday list (e-mail your 
details to 

sundayappointments@madref.co.uk 

or contact any one of the Sunday Appointments 
team - John Harries, Myles Kitchiner or Tom Park) 
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There are still some 60+ refs who are not CRB 
cleared, which means they will not get any U18 
Games as refs or TJs until they apply for, and 
obtain, clearance. 

An indication to the Hon Sec, of whether they 
wish to apply, or not, would assist our planning! 
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At a recent Lancashire Plate match there was 
some confusion over replacements.  Please note: 
The rules of the competition are exactly the 
same as those for a league match. 
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Just a quick line to all my good friends in the 
Society.  

I have been away from 'active duty' with the 
Society since 1998 in Bosnia with the United 
Nations (yes, I did referee in Bosnia!), more 
recently as a ref in the Netherlands 2003-05 (UN 
war crimes court duties) - I was a regular 
(weekly in the premier league… Great times - 
watch Netherlands rugby, it has potential) and at 
the end of 2005 season I made a big leap away 
to Beirut Lebanon to investigate terrorism and 
recently I was getting into the rugby scene here 
...but sadly things will not develop here as it is 
an awful tragic situation - bombs are being 
dropped as I speak.  

 As for me - my knee is not good (thanks John 
Sinclair for all your hard work after my terrible 
accident 1985) but for as long as I can I will act 
as an Ambassador for the M&DRURS Society  

 My purple 'Papal' (ICI) shirt still raises a 
comment or two!!   Does anyone still remember 
those shirts??? 

Best regards to all of you in this mad world. To 
all the referees in the Society whatever games 
you take - "Keep up the good work - this is the 
best game in the world and you are part of it. 
Never lose sight of the important contribution 
you make to the game"  
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Ever thought how the MaDRefMag, 
appointments, etc., get to you?   

After the appointments meeting, Nigel Longley 
(always very efficiently) sends them for 
posting.  

If there is a Main Society meeting due, 
appointments are given out at that meeting… in 
the hope that …? 

 Subsequently, (or if there is no meeting) the 
(remaining) appointments are posted out.  The 
timing of this is determined by two factors: 
1. Any other materials/info that might need 

posting, and when that will be available;  

2. The aim is to get all appts / info to all 
concerned ASAP - with a cut-off of always 
before the last Saturday of the preceding 
month, leaving at least a full 7 days for 
club contacts and referees to do their 
business. 

For example, the October appoint-ments could 
be sent out, at the very latest, by the week 
beginning 25/9; however, in fact, it is 
anticipated that the appointments and the this 
edition of MaDRefMag will be in the hands of 
the membership by on or about the 11/9 (always 
subject the home and real job's workload of all 
those involved!). 

It costs about £200 to send out just a batch of 
appointments - you can see why we try to 
combine postings?  

[So please stop Nigel being pestered, it will save 
me too! - Ed!] 
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The President [Vice], David Leslie wr ites: 

To date I have dealt with 36 complaints ~ most 
of which concern very late call offs by teams.    
The very high number may be due to the vigour 
of the Exec’s approach. 

I have received two responses which criticises 
this vigour ~ the Executive are aware of this 

I have also discussed with the Secretary that the 
protocol requires to be inserted into the Rules     

Outstanding from the March Repor t 

Case No 24 ~ Manmet: late cancellation ~ No 
response yet 

Case No 31 ~ Oldham U15: match abandoned ~ 
formal complaint made to Lancashire who gave 
them a suspended sentence and fined them £50 

Case No 31 ~ Eagle U15: match abandoned ~ 
formal complaint made to Lancashire who gave 
them a suspended sentence and fined them £50; 
they have also apologised to the Society and 
paid the £25 admin fee 

Case No 28 ~ Aspull 2nd XV: referee abuse ~ 
formal complaint to Lancashire ~ still to be 
heard 

Case No 30 ~ Knutsford: cancellation not 
advised to referee ~ apologies received + £25 
admin fee 

Case No 34 ~ Fleetwood: failed to turn up for a 
confirmed fixture ~ response indicated that they 
were hard done by ~ I have further responded to 
them; £25 admin fee paid. 
�

New Complaints 

Case No 35 ~ De La Salle : late cancellation not 
advised to referee ~ response critical of the 
protocol ~ this response to be discussed by the 
Executive 
Case No 36 ~ Trafford MV:  failed to turn up 
for a confirmed fixture ~ no response received 
yet. 

 
Case No 37 ~ Referee: critical of a CB 
Disciplinary Committee ~ to be discussed by 
Executive 
Other action taken has been to agree with the 
Appointments Committee to put offending clubs 
to the ‘back of the selection queue’  
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